Press release
Merano arte presents the exhibition: 
Electric City by Dennis OPPENHEIM
Curator: Valerio Dehò
Opening reception: Friday, May 18, 2012 at 6.30 p.m.
May 19 - September 9, 2012
For ten years, starting in the mid 1980s, the works of the great North American artist Dennis Oppenheim were marked by his studies on establishing a new type of sculpture. He reaped the rewards of his freedom of expression, which had been his hallmark.
In Merano, eight of his sculptures / installations from this creative period will be presented. They are connected to the idea of a constant metamorphose of form. Constructive and deconstructive elements are combined with strong emotional effects.
Oppenheim had never been keen on repetition. Without interruption, he analyzed symbols, images, and sculptures. He drew from collective awareness, from the biomorphic universe, or from surreal, paradoxical, ironic suggestions. Both in his indoor works and in his outdoor installations, he tended to break rules and reverse given situations. It is discontinuity that distinguishes him as an artist. Repetition is not to be expected in any of his creative periods. 
The works presented in Merano, too, exemplify his decision not to offer the viewer any solid points of reference, but a problematic, yet fascinating view of contemporary art. His interest in symbols and machines led to unusual installations. Covering Land Art, videos, Body Art, and Conceptual Art, Dennis Oppenheim always sought out and found his own personal approach. which is typical for his coherent idea of art as an infinite quest.
Displaying 12 of his works and a comprehensive video show, the exhibition at Merano arte constitutes an homage to the brilliant irony and creativity of this artist. It emphasizes his ability to approach linguistic nomadism as a characteristic feature of observing reality attentively. The name of his native town near Washington, Electric City, seems to anticipate the power, the electrifying, mobilizing force of his works. The energy flow in his works is the greatest legacy Dennis Oppenheim has left us.
An exhibition catalogue, produced by the Dennis Oppenheim Studio and Galleria Fumagalli in Milan, will be published by Grafis, Bologna.
Dennis OPPENHEIM
(* September 6, 1938 in Electric City, Washington - † January 21, 2011 in New York City) 
Oppenheim paved the way for North American Land and Body Art as well as installations. He studied at the California College of Arts and Crafts (CCAC) in Oakland. From 1958 to 1962, he lived in Honolulu, Hawaii, where he worked not only as an artist, but also as a laborer on a building site and in the public relations business. In 1965, he was granted a Masters degree at Stanford University. In 1966, he moved to New York City and started by giving art lessons at various schools. His first solo exhibition took place in 1968 at the John Gibson Gallery, New York. Together with his artist friends Robert Smithson and Michael Heizer, he realized his first Earth Work project in 1967. In his performances entitled Aspen Projects, he examined the relationship between body and object.  In the early 1970s, Oppenheim started combining stone, wood, and metal in order to make large installations. In 1982, he married the North American sculptor Alice Aycock with whom he built ghost towns made of tree houses. In the end, he lived and worked in New York.
Dennis Oppenheim is internationally known for his radical attitude which he expressed by reversing familiar systems and turning them upside down in his works. 
Oppenheim was a key figure of the 1960s and 1970s, a rebel who successfully triggered a new polemic with each new work.
A cooperation project between Galleria Fumagalli, Bergamo, and the Amy Oppenheim & Dennis Oppenheim archive, studio and collection, New York.
