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PRESS RELEASE                                     Franz Pichler                           HAVE NO FEAR
January 28 – April 6, 2014
Curator: Sabine Gamper
On occasion of his 75th birthday, Merano arte is devoting a first comprehensive exhibition to the artist Franz Pichler, presenting all his works, from the sixties until today. Franz Pichler was born in 1939 in Schenna. Starting in 1959, he studied sculpture at Akademie der bildenden Künste in Munich, where he was accepted as a master class student in record time and received his diploma in 1964. For more than 50 years, Franz Pichler has been developing his comprehensive and varied sculptural and graphic oeuvre. His sculptures are marked by a tremendous power of form and a high representational quality, whereas his graphic art mainly reflects his political commitment which reached its peak in 1975 when he became co-founder of Südtiroler Kulturzentrum under the motto "Der Alltag ist unsere Kultur" [Everyday Life is Our Culture]. Until today, the socio-political commitment is undaunted in the art of Franz Pichler.
This exhibition is not arranged in chronological order. Rather, it makes Pichler's works accessible through various focal points that make it possible to interpret the contents of Pichler's works and also reflect his understanding of sculpture throughout the years.  The starting point of Franz Pichler's artistic work is always life itself in all its facets, the things and themes that surround us every day, and the artist's sense for and his interest in our environment, political and social conditions, and interpersonal relations. For Franz Pichler, sculpture is a result of construction and is made by connecting and reinterpreting given everyday objects, by composing materials, colors, and forms with the help of collage, assemblage, or montage - an artistic approach with a profoundly playful, anarchic, but also provocative character. It reveals the artistic influence of Fluxus and Pop Art with their affinity to simple everyday objects and their emphasis on artistic experiment and playfulness. 
Franz Pichler's works always unite abstraction and representation in a creative field of tension; the quest for simplification and reduction is just as important as the figurative or narrative aspect. In the early sixties, Franz Pichler was greatly influenced by the literary works of Erich Fromm, Theodor Adorno, as well as Margarethe and Alexander Mitscherlich. 
As far as sculpting is concerned, it was primarily Constantin Brancusi and Alberto Giacometti whose artistic stance and approach to form and space informed him. 
What strikes us first and foremost when we look at Franz Pichler's works is their power of form and their archaic character, so we first comprehend them on a perceptive level and only then do we contemplate their contents. They are about the weight and texture of the material, about the balance between increasing and easing the burden, about the relation between volume and space, and about playing with the various levels of meaning. Yet, they also show that everything counts, that the core of a statement is no more important than its underlying conditions. Thus, the object represented by Pichler's sculptures itself is only a small part of the sculpture's meaning. It is enframed and held by constructive elements, right down to the pedestals, which are never merely meaningless substructures, but integrating parts of the work. 
Through this creative pleasure in dealing with form, color, language, and text, the artist invites us to sharpen our senses. So it is not enough to look at Pichler's sculptures from only a single point of view; we must move in order to walk around the works, regard them from all sides, discover that they show us a different face from each angle. Most of Franz Pichler's sculptures are slender; they strive upwards in a vertical orientation, and yet slight slants pierce and open our eyes. Some of them have geometric, constructivist traits, but their material and style of form always tend to be representational and have a content statement. The color red occurs frequently, and it has a symbolic power and meaning. The figurative elements are reduced to their basic forms; just like the limitation to basic colors, they represent a quest for originality.
Thus, the artist lets us discover ever new facets: like his sculptures, life, too, is never unambiguous, but always multiplex and complex. They must be regarded with strength of judgment, but also with humor, for there is no single truth - not in art, let alone in life. Again and again, Pichler starts from an analysis of real life, which - despite its playful elements - is not always a piece of cake, but often tough as nails. But the title of the exhibition is conciliatory and placable: Have No Fear. Franz Pichler has no fear. He sticks to his works, until they become what they are meant to be: metaphors for a profound quest for what is human.   (SabineGamper)
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