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In cooperation with Architekturstiftung Südtirol and Südtiroler Künstlerbund, Merano arte is prowd to announce the exhibition New Architecture in South Tyrol 2006-2012.
On account of its particular geopolitical and cultural dimension, South Tyrol continues to be a true case history of contemporary architecture.
Since the first edition of the exhibition “New Architecture in South Tyrol 2000 – 2006” in the year 2006 met with such great success, we felt urged to follow this topic up and maintain an investigative focus on this vigorous and innovative architectural movement that is gaining more and more international attention. 
For this second edition, the international jury, consisting of Flavio Albanese, Wolfgang Bachmann (D), Bettina Schlorhaufer (A), Annette Spiro (CH) and Vasa Perovic (SI), has closely analyzed the latest architecture in South Tyrol and selected 36 out of a total of 280 entered projects. 
Global socio-economic changes have made a fundamental change of paradigms necessary with regard to the contents, compared to the first exhibition.
This time, the selection was based on current topics: the main signposts for the exhibition New Architecture in South Tyrol 2006–2012 are instability, the provisional nature of things, narrativity, innocence, and the question of a contemporary redefinition of the concept of landscape.
In accordance with this perspective, the exhibition has been designed as a flowing and poetic picture story. A polyphonic story, curated by Flavio Albanese and asa studioalbanese in cooperation with ONLAB—a Berlin studio for graphic arts, focused on territorial communication—, with visual comments by video producer Giuseppe Tedeschi, who was responsible for describing the lyrical dimension of the new landscape in South Tyrol.
Right from the start, all possibilities of the 2.0 Universe were exploited to design and create means of unlimited distribution and reproducibility for the exhibition New Architecture in South Tyrol 2006–2012. 
Together with ONLAB, the programmer Paolo Mennea has developed a comprehensive digitalization system for this project. It makes it possible to send, download, and play this exhibition all over the world, thereby triggering a slight global cultural sprawl in the manner of a virus.
Picturing the architecture exhibition as a message sent across space and time is an innovative and revolutionary form of creating new goals for the exhibition. 
The Catalogue
Six years have passed since we held the exhibition New Architecture in South Tyrol 2000–2006. It is time to consider the results: the catalogue is no longer available, as all 3.500 copies have been spread all over Europe and the USA. Designed as a traveling exhibition, New Architecture in South Tyrol 2000–2006 was presented in St. Gallen (CH), Augsburg (D), Carinthia, and Vorarlberg (A). South Tyrol has become more popular. Especially in the rest of Italy, the domestic architecture and its concerns have met with more interest and boosted the architecture tourism. From this point of view, the initiative of Merano arte and Südtiroler Künstlerbund has borne fruit, not least thanks to the indefatigable then curator Bettina Schlorhaufer, to whom we would like to extend our special thanks.
Now, the question is whether enough time has elapsed for us to focus on the architectural panorama in South Tyrol again, or whether we must wait longer to be able to discover fundamentally new projects. Has South Tyrol reinvented the Alpine architecture in the meantime?
None of both is the case: calls for tenders continue to be issued by public authorities, and private clients also use this method of selection.
Houses are still being built. Have new projects been commissioned? In part, yes, because suddenly, new criteria such as sustainability, resource planning, energy saving, ClimateHouse, etc. have been added to the calls for construction tenders. The construction industry is by all means marketing them successfully, and yet they have not significantly affected the architecture, landscape, and urban development.
How could they, as long as they are devoted only to efficiency, but not to culture. Now, we need to show whether the past six years have sufficed for effects to be seen, cognitive processes to have been initiated, or major quality improvements to have taken place.
We have walked new paths for this exhibition. Not only Merano arte and Künstlerbund, but Südtiroler Architekturstiftung is now also a driving force. The spirited and effective catalogue was designed ONLAB (Berlin). The exhibition material has been processed, so it can be digitalized and sent to other exhibition sites at any time. The new curator Flavio Albanese, former director of the magazine Domus, has advocated a new kind of project.
Its intention is not to serve the mainstream by only presenting architecture that has already become established in the Alpine region and has also been successfully realized here, but architecture that is actually characteristic or typical for South Tyrol (provided, there is any such architecture), for example temporary forms of architecture that have successfully faced the challenges of an uncertain future in the past, which differed from the unusual optimism and overabundance of the last few years.
Therefore, the jury, consisting of Flavio Albanese (I), Wolfgang Bachmann (D), Vasa Perovic (SLO), Bettina Schlorhaufer (A), and Anette Spiro (CH), has given preference to the small, the inconspicuous, the sensitive, the camouflaged, the “new architecture in context”, the Genius loci, i. e. to simple, but high-quality buildings. 
Since the province itself is small, smallness has played an important role. The fact that first projects of a young generation of architects have also been included in the exhibition, is promising. The message is: look ahead and deal with the landscape, the topography, and the existing buildings carefully, not only with regard to architecture, but also to technology and urban planning. The exhibition documents 36 projects in detail, plus another 47 projects in the catalogue, and comprises (almost) all sorts of buildings. And still, some important topics and contributions that contrast with private houses are almost non-existent in the exhibition: large apartment houses, and architecture in an urban context in general. That might be on account of the fact that this field is not normally associated with the South Tyrolean cliché of mountains and is therefore regarded as urban and thus beyond autochthonous architecture. Not that there weren’t any such buildings in South Tyrol, oh no: multifamily houses grow as abundantly here as they do elsewhere on the outskirts of cities. Especially private construction firms and cooperative building associations do not seem to appreciate the added value of good architecture. The few exemplary projects that have been entered and selected should not obscure that dilemma. The fact that tourism, the sector with the fastest growing value and a considerable share of new buildings which influence the landscape significantly, is not represented at all in the exhibition, is also disappointing. Here, too, there is an urgent call for action. Should the exhibition succeed in giving a fresh impetus to the architecture over the coming years, it will have reached its goal. 
