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PRESS RELEASE
Martin Pohl—On the Limits of Painting
Marin Pohl’s exhibition entitled On the Limits of Painting exemplifies the charisma that paintings, monochrome colors, and the sweeping movements of a broad spatula can have. Pohl’s unmistakable color-wax-worlds emerge in the course of radically negating figuration. 
For years, his pictures have represented a major facet of contemporary art in general. They demonstrate that the creative possibilities of painting are far from exploited.
The constant factor in Pohl’s works is pure pigment, diluted with nitro thinner and suspended in wax. The priming, the formats, and the subjects outline the scope of his painting. After carefully having prepared the composition of the picture, Pohl paints: spontaneously, intuitively, and rapidly. The wax is warm when it is applied, and as soon as it has cooled down, nothing can be changed anymore. But layer by layer, a world of colors can evolve, ranging from opaque haze to transparent glaze.
All this results in cycles of works, the most recent of which are entitled Museumsbilder [Museum Pictures] and Landschaften [Landscapes]. In the former, Pohl integrates his works in stylish international galleries and – ironically – creates his own exhibitions in major international museums. In the latter, the liberal application of paint and the method of painting on the wall instead of horizontally on a table lead to formations that resemble landscapes. Trickles of paint become mountain rivulets, and several layers of white paint and wax mixtures become snow-covered peaks and glaciers. Rarely have ice or rocks been represented in paintings in such a genuine and yet completely abstract manner.



On Thursday, July 19, 2012, we will offer a guided evening tour of the exhibition, including a discussion with Martin Pohl. Visitors will be made familiar with the exhibition in a discursive manner. The objective is not simply to explain and introduce the exhibition, but also reflect it together. Hannes Egger will host the discussion. The tour is offered in cooperation with urania meran. Admission fee + guided tour 7.- € 

All works are attempts at plumbing the limits of painting. In doing so, the artist – a trained sculptor – reaches the border between painting and sculpture as well as the margins of the image carrier by means of applying pasty, molded wax. The viewer always has the impression of seeing only a little part of the whole picture, as the paintings become means of envisioning a multi-faceted universe.
Martin Pohl was born 1961 in Tarsch near Latsch. After visiting the art school Cademia in Val Gardena, he attended the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna. Since then, he has been living in South Tyrol and Vienna.
Pohl’s teachers were Ernst Caramelle and Oswald Oberhuber.
From 1993 – 1995, Pohl lectured part-time at Oberhuber’s institute.
With this exhibition, Merano arte is introducing the second artist in a series of three South Tyrolean artists in the summer of 2012 which started with Annemarie Laner and her exhibition They Never Wonder. 
The exhibition of Martin Pohl’s works will be opened on Friday, July 6, and last until Sunday, August 6.
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