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Architecture Exhibition 2011 




October 8, 2011 – January 8, 2012
THE ABANDONED BARN
Farming has changed dramatically in the Alps. Barns reflect and accompany this transformation. In villages and open landscapes, more and more barns are left abandoned, used for other purposes, or fall into disrepair. Contemporary farmers build new barns for stockbreeding, fruit storage, and wine pressing. Ruins, converted buildings, and new barns are altering the appearance of villages, settlements, and landscapes. This exhibition explores the architecture and sociology of barns in South Tyrol, the Grisons, and Vorarlberg. The exhibition and its catalogue present similarities and differences between the three topographically comparable, yet culturally or historically dissimilar territories. They bid farewell to barns and depict their future: they will either go to rack and ruin, be converted into art galleries, car parks, or residential buildings, or simply be sold as valuable cubature.
The exhibition and the catalogue are a co-production by Das Gelbe Haus Flims, Vorarlberger Architektur Institut (vai), Merano arte, La Tuor Samedan, Bündner Heimatschutz, and the magazine Hochparterre.
Beginning in the sixties, various types of agriculture have been changing the landscape as an area of deep-rooted culture. Intensive cultivation, new regional planning possibilities and regulations, and governmental subsidies leave their mark in the appearance of the landscape and influence the attitude of the rural population. The outbuildings – the barn, the byre, and the feed store – are often the first things that are no longer needed under these new circumstances. They are being replaced by exercise pens, large garages for agricultural machines, or fruit storage houses. In many regions, tourism has become the primary economic factor. 

With this in mind, the exhibition shows the developments and trends in the federal states of Vorarlberg, South Tyrol, and the Grisons. The rural changes become manifest in what is happening to the barns: they will either go to rack and ruin, be converted into art galleries, car parks, or residential buildings, or simply be sold as valuable cubature. Only in a few areas such as the Bregenzerwald or the Upper Vinschgau, massive and archaic barns can still be found.
The exhibition also deals with the future of barns: Shall they be preserved as cultural heritage? Shall they be used for other purposes? Or shall they simply be knocked down? 

The future of barns will be discussed not only with politicians, local government officers, and experts such as agronomists, landscape planners, and architects. Above all, the farmers themselves will have their say, as they are the traditional caretakers of the cultural landscape and know what it takes to run a farmstead. 

Imprint: 

Curators of the exhibition: Susanne Waiz (Bolzano) and Hans-Peter Meier (Zurich)
Initiated by Bündner Heimatschutz, Chur, Jürg Ragetti, Diego Giovanoli, Daniel Ladner 

Roadmap: The exhibition was opened in summer 2010 at Das gelbe Haus in Flims. Its stations in 2011 are vai in Dornbirn, Fundaziun La Tuor in the Engadine, and finally Merano arte in South Tyrol.
In South Tyrol, the exhibition will be extended by five new project that were developed over the course of 2010.
Talk of the village: 

Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011, 8:00 p. m.
Schnals / Archeopark
Nothing lasts forever.
Over the past few years, the young generation of architects has been rediscovering the courage to maintain old things and to enjoy the dialogue with existing elements of architecture. However, they often encounter prejudice. Especially the rural population hardly clings to old buildings. They smile condescendingly at renovations or even criticize them brashly. Old farms are often treated with contempt, and those who live in them are almost ashamed. The low number of protected farms proves that rural architecture was even long neglected by art historians and curators of historic buildings. 

Venue: Schnals / Archeopark
IN COOPERATION with the cultural association KULTURLARCH
Discussion forum: 

Moderation:
Zeno Abram (architect Bolzano)
Guests: 
Armando Ruinelli (architect, Solio, Grisons, CH),


Martina Steiner (anthropologist, Vienna, A), 

Harald Haller (master builder, Passeier), Luis Tappeiner (farmer, Schlanders), 
Helmut Stampfer (retired curator of the province)
Saturday, Nov. 5, 2011, 8:00 p. m.
Puster Valley / Gsies 

Nothing new?
There are only few Alpine valleys in which agriculture is still the most important source of income. And even there, much has changed. In the old days, a farm used to be run by ten or more persons. Today, the same workload often has to be covered by only two persons. Therefore, modern machinery is used, the former fodder storage building is adjusted, a new garage is built, and dirt roads are widened. This change affects the cultural landscape, which has always been tended to by farmers. But not only side-line farmers lack the time to preserve historic cultural assets. Cost-benefit calculations do not allow for hollows and drystone walls.
Venue: Bürgerhaus St. Martin, Gsies
Discussion forum:
Moderation: 
Stefan Taschler (architect, Bruneck)
Guests: 
Paul Schweingshackl (mayor), Walter Steinmair (municipal advisor), 

Hans Kienzl (Südtiroler Bauernbund - Urlaub auf dem Bauernhof), 

Roland Gnaiger (architect, Bregenz, A),
Walter Oberhollenzer (farmer, Ahrntal)
3:00 p. m. guided tour of farms
Saturday, Nov. 12, 2011, 8:00 p. m.
VAL GARDENA / ST. ULRICH
A Stranger in One's Own Country
In Val Gardena, tourism has long taken the place of agriculture as a primary source of income. The change took place swiftly and thoroughly. One can hardly believe one’s eyes when comparing pictures of the past with those of today: where there used to be vast pastures and individual farmhouses, there are now densely developed valleys. The villages have become urbanized, their populations are growing, and they are full of life, especially during the holiday season. There are only a handful of large-scale farmers and very few small-scale farmers left, and even for them, farming is either a sideline or a hobby. In St. Ulrich, St. Christina, and Wolkenstein, the farms have disappeared almost completely. Only high up, a few individual clusters of farms have been preserved.
Venue: Kreis für Kunst und Kultur
IN COOPERATION with Kreis für Kunst und Kultur and Museum Gherdëina
Discussion forum:
Moderation: 
Susanne Waiz (architect, Bolzano)
Guests:  
Leo Andergassen (curator of the province), 

Lanz & Mitterer (architecture researcher and architect, Innsbruck, A), 

Gerold Schneider (architect and hotelier, Lech am Arlberg, A), 



Rudolf Perathoner (architect, Wolkenstein), 

Vinzenz Senoner (director of the music school in St. Ulrich)
3:00 p. m. Guided tour of the farms and of the museum Gherdëina
Saturday, Nov. 26, 2011, 3:00 p. m.
Villnöß
The Dead Souls
The regional planning law registers byres in settlements as cubature—and mind you, as cubature that can be used for profit. As soon as a byre loses its original purpose, it becomes interesting as an object of speculation. The regional planning legislation of South Tyrol requires that, according to land-use plans or implementation plan, the density of development must be maintained when using the previous farm buildings. In most cases, that involves a considerable amount of additional cubature. Therefore, byres have long disappeared, especially in densely populated or tourist regions. 

Thus, even today, the ‚dead souls’ are turned into cash.
Venue: Gymnasium of the elementary school next to the Naturparkhaus
Discussion forum: 

Moderation: 
Evi Keifl (media worker, Bolzano) 

Guests: 
Robert Messner (mayor), 

Margot Wittig (architect, Bolzano), 

Bruno Spagolla (architect, Bludenz, A), 

Oskar Messner (Furchetta), 

Maria Obwexer (geriatric nurse and owner of a farm)
1:30 p. m. guided tour of farms
IN THE MOOD FOR ART?
On Thursday Oct. 13, Nov. 17, and Dec. 15, 2011, at 8:00 p. m. at Merano arte: 

Guided Evening Tour and Expert Talk.
Family Afternoon from 3:00 to 6:00 p. m.: 

Oct. 15: 
From the Udder to the Counter at the Oberniederhof farm in the Schnalstal
Nov. 19: 
Haying—Making Things out of Straw and Hay at Merano arte
Dec. 17: 
The Christmas Barn at Merano arte
Catalogue on the exhibition: 

A separate catalogue focusing on the history and presence of agriculture in South Tyrol will be published to accompany the exhibition at Merano arte. This catalogue is primarily meant for the rural population, but also for architects, agronomists, landscape conservationists, etc.
Catalogue: "Der nicht mehr gebrauchte Stall", Edition Raetia, Bolzano 2011 - EUR 12.50
In this respect, the catalogue differs from the style of the magazine Hochparterre. The catalogue is bilingual.
Special events for students:
Guided tours and lectures can be organized for schools, in particular for agricultural colleges.
The projects in South Tyrol:
Old wittum in Prettau. Architecture: EM2-Architekten, Bruneck builder owner: Fabio Gatto, Treviso 
Construction period: 2007-2011; location: Prettau in the Ahrntal
Residential building in Percha. Architecture: Aichner-Seidl architects, Bruneck. Builder owner: Anastasia and Josef Regensberger, Percha 
Construction period: 2008-2009; location: Percha in the Puster Valley
Cultural centre in the Nivesstadel. Architecture: Rudolf Perathoner, Wolkenstein. Builder owner: Wolkenstein municipality
Construction period: 2009-2010; location: Wolkenstein in Val Gardena
Alpine hut in the nature reserve Riesenferner-Ahrn. Architecture: Bruno Rubner, Bruneck. Builder owner: Josef Steger, Prettau 
Construction period: Fall 2011; location: Alpine pasture above Prettau in the Ahrntal
Whiskey distillery in Glurns. Architecture: Werner Tscholl, Morter. Builder owner: Albrecht Ebensperger, Glurns. Construction period: 2010-2011; location: Glurns in the Upper Vinschgau
Parsonage in Tabland. Architecture: Marx & Ladurner architects, Schlanders. Builder owner: Tabland parish
Construction period: 2009-2011; location: Tabland near Naturns, Vinschgau
Residential building in St. Valentin auf der Haide. Architecture: Jürgen Wallnöfer, Schluderns. Builder owner: Gabriella Theiner, St. Valentin 
Construction period: 2009-2010; location: St. Valentin near Graun at the Reschenpass
Bärenstadel in Laas. Architecture: Walter Dietl, Schlanders, Builder owner: Laas municipality
Construction period: 1989; location: Laas in the Vinschgau
Kindly supported by: 

Autonomous Province of Bolzano, department of German culture, department of Italian culture, department of agriculture, Südtiroler Bauernbund, Kammer der Architekten Bozen, Architekturstiftung Südtirol, 

PRO HELVETIA – Schweizer Kulturstiftung
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