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THE DELIGHT OF COLLECTING
Works from the Finstral Collection
Merano arte 
October 1, 2009 – January 2010
Curator: Valerio Dehò
On occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Finstral company, Merano Arte will for the first time present the large collection of contemporary art compiled by this successful enterprise located on the Ritten.
Thanks to the passion for art of the company founder, Hans Oberrauch, the Finstral company now owns a comprehensive international collection of contemporary art. For Hans Oberrauch, involvement in contemporary art means opening up to the world, a symbolic window to the cultural changes and developments of our time. 
Some of the works actually have a reference to the core message of the Finstral company, as they deal with the topic of ‘house’ and ‘housing’ on an artistic level and thus add a new language and expressiveness to it.
The work La Casa (1982-84) by the sculptor Nanni Valentini, for examle, occupies a central position in the collection. Symbolically, ti stands for the meaning that Hans Oberrauch has attached to this topic and serves as an overriding interpretation approach for the collection.
Apart from this thematic focus, however, Hans Oberrauch is mainly guided by his instinct when it comes to purchasing works of art, by the personal relationship he can create with them. The collector appreciates the vivid and direct expressiveness of a work that affects the viewer and touches him emotionally.
The Finstral collection is not subject to a rational system, but is based on the delightful connection Hans Oberrauch has developed with a number of works of contemporary art. It is the heterogeneous sum total of the most diverse works with which the passionate collector has entered into a delightful relationship.
The geographical focus of the Finstral collection is on works by Italian, South Tyrolean, and Central European artists in general such as Joseph Beuys or the Fluxus artist and poet Emmet Williams, but it is not beholden to any specific cultural area or art movement.
As for the non-European world, important names such as Sol Levitt or Robert Barry suffice to show that the collection gives special emphasis to the unique character of the respective work, regardless of categorizations.
Apart from the great names already mentioned and recognized artists such as Michelangelo Pistoletto, Heinz Mack, Giuseppe Uncini, and Luciano Fabro, a large number of works come from the Seconda Scuola Romana (Domenico Bianchi, Bruno Ceccobelli, and Marco Tirelli) or are by renowned international artists like the Chinese Chen Zen, who died at the age of 45 in Paris in the year 2000. 
All of the works are strong and expressive, and they have a story to tell. For instance the sculptures by Peer Venemann, who integrates the object into its environment and makes it part of its own surrounding, although it remains far from the chilly austerity of Minimal Art. 
Other artists of his generation from the German cultural area are also represented in the Finstral collection, adding to it not only a certain international dimension, but also demonstrating the polarity between the German and the Italian cultural area. The works by Thomas Locher, Michael Kucera, Peter Zimmermann, and Josef Adam Moser should be mentioned here, as they point to Oberrauch’s preference for painting. Even when he turns to photography, he concentrates on intensive images that often contain autobiographical elements. The photographs by the Finn Eija-Liisa Ahtila, who became internationally known through her videos, are a good example. From a European point of view, the presence of the British artist Tacita Dean is important; she became well-known through her wide range of different works, from films to drawings, photographs, audio recordings, and installations.
Remarkably, the Finstral collection covers a large number of contemporary artists from South Tyrol who have made a name for themselves internationally over the years: From the works of Ivo Rossi Sief – one of the first artists represented in the collection - to the early works fo Max Rohr from the Ritten mountain, and works by the Merano artist Arnold Mario Dall’O. The works and installations of Ulrich Egger, who has developed a close relationship to the collector and the Finstral company, also largely set the tone of the collection. 
Furthermore, important works by Martin Pohl, paintings and photographs by Paul Thuile, conceptual works by Hans Knapp, and a number of current works by Esther Stocker, who masterly combines film art with Optical and Pattern Painting, are included in the collection. Another impressive work in the exhibition is the large installation by the Anglo-Argentinean artists Lucy and Jorge Orta, who combine architecture, recycled commodities, and social matters to a symbiosis of great visual power.
So far, the works in the Finstral collection have become known through individual loans to national or international exhibitions. Merano arte is now seizing the opportunity to explore Hans Oberrauch’s very personal experience of art, his direct and emotional encounter with the contemporary art of the past 50 years as a collector, and to make it 
accessible to the public. The exhibition itself follows this intuitive and delightful approach to the works and respects their uniqueness and history by associatively lining them up. 
 Chronological and cultural borders tumble and give way to a fascinating open space for encountering the most diverse positions of contemporary art.
With works by: Eija-Liisa Ahtila, Lois Anvidalfarei, Robert Barry, Joseph Beuys, Domenico Bianchi, Bruno Ceccobelli, Arnold Mario Dall‘o, Tacita Dean, Ulrich Egger, Luciano Fabro, Robert Gschwantner, Birgit Jung-Schmitt, Hans Knapp, Michael Kucera, Sol LeWitt, Thomas Locher, Heinz Mack, Brigitte Mahlknecht, Josef Adam Moser, Lucy & Jorge Orta, Luca Pancrazzi, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Martin Pohl, Marco Porta, Christian Reisigl, Max Rohr, Ivo Rossi Sief, Esther Stocker, Kenji Takahashi, Paul Thuile, Christian Thurner, Marco Tirelli, Giuseppe Uncini, Valentini Nanni, Gerald Van der Kaap, Peer Veneman, Rolf Walz, Emmett Williams, Linda Wolfsgruber, Chen Zhen, Peter Zimmermanm.
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