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PRESS RELEASE
RICETTE D'ARTISTA - Between Art and Food
Exhibition: From April 24 to June 14, 2015 
Opening Reception on Thursday, April 23, 2015, 6:30 p.m. 
Selected ingredients, individual recipes, and treats - there are many obvious parallels between art and cooking.  That is the core of the exhibition "Artists' Recipes. Between Art and Food", which Merano arte is holding on occasion of the Merano "Foodie Factory". We will present works between art and cooking, from the 1970s until today. The exhibition includes drawings, objects, installations, photographs, and videos by Sonja Alhäuser , Boris Becker, Joseph Beuys, Rosanna Chiessi, Tobias Hantmann, Maik and Dirk Löbbert, Heike Mutter + Ulrich Genth, Felix Gonzàlez-Torres, Schirin Kretschmann, Aldo Mondino, Fabian Nehm, Claus Richter, Martin Pfeifle, Rudolf Schwarzkogler, Daniel Spoerri, Wolfang Stehle, Thomas Sterna, Stefan Tschurtschenthaler.
The topic of "food" can be traced way back in the history of art: well-known examples are "The Last Supper" by Leonardo da Vinci, the 17th century Netherlandish still life paintings, and Èdouard Manet's "Luncheon on the Grass“. Ever since the 1960s and the "Eat Art" movement, food has no longer just been represented, but often used as material by artists. 
 The exhibition "Artists' Recipes. Between Art and Food" is dedicated to the crossing point between art and cuisine. Eighteen art positions will be introduced, and each of them deals with different perspectives of cooking, food, and pleasure. The range of artistic approaches is wide: the projects are about the existential and sensual aspects of cooking, eating, and drinking, as well as the aesthetics of the material and the symbolic character of individual articles of food. The exhibition even includes socio-critical works that question our consumerist society or make nonsense of our everyday behavior. 
 Other works deal with the parallels between producing art and preparing food, thus illustrating peculiarities of the art business. 
The exhibition starts with works from the 1970s and 1980s. The work of the Rumanian-Swiss artist Daniel Spoerri "Klapptisch" [Folding Table] from 1973 shows a pop-up picture with the remains of a coffee and cigarette break. His famous snare-pictures are made up of real crockery and leftover food glued to a wooden panel and hung on the wall like a painting. 
In the oeuvre of the German artist Joseph Beuys, food such as honey, fish, and fat are primarily used for their symbolic meaning. The edition "Honigpumpe" [Honey Pump] from 1985 can be regarded as a kind of paraphrase. It comprises drawings, photographs, and a tape recording of a six-hour long action by Joseph Beuys, during which he explained the concept of the work "Honigpumpe am Arbeitsplatz" [Honey Pump at the Workplace] which was realized in 1977 at documenta 6.
The work "Placebo (Landscape for Roni)" of the Cuban artist Felix Gonzalez-Torres from 1993 consists of 500 kg chocolate candies in golden wrap. The visitors to the exhibition are explicitly asked to take the golden candies with them and eat them, so the work gradually disappears and dissolves. At the same time, the very fact that the work is consumed and the candies are digested creates a special closeness between the viewers and the work. 
The work "Maccaron" (1998) by the German artist Wolfgang Stehle is about table manners and the art of eating. He has developed a dish-like object that includes a bowl, plates, and pots to protect the table cloth from potential food stains. This work reduces an everyday act to absurdity and also ironically comments the usefulness of modern kitchen utensils.
The video "The Perfect Kitchen Show" (2013) by the South Tyrolean artist Thomas Sterna shows the artist standing in a fully furnished kitchen and preparing food according to the instructions of a TV chef. While he is doing so, the kitchen, actually a symbol of civil society, slowly revolves 
around its own axis, so the cooking utensils and the food fall out of the cupboards. 
 Although his surroundings descend into chaos, the artist is not deterred and stoically keeps on cooking. 
The South Tyrolean artist Stefan Tschurtschenthaler has realized a new work for the exhibition: he has photographed wild-growing herbs in various seasons in the garden of the Merano herbs farmer Priska Weger. These little plants that play the role of "quiet helpers" in the act of cooking receive unusual attention through the photographs. By showing a different perspective of the wild herbs in his photographs, Stefan Tschurtschenthaler highlights our relationship to nature. 
The exhibition "RICETTE D’ARTISTA - Art and Food" presents a wide range of artistic approaches to food. Works by XX international artists are presented, all of which were made since the 1970s. There are socio-critical and political approaches as well as humorous and playful ones. The applied media range from pictures and drawings to photographs and videos as well as objects and site-related installations that were designed specifically for the exhibition at Merano arte. 
Selected artists: Sonja Alhäuser (D), Boris Becker (D), Joseph Beuys (DE), Rosanna Chiessi (I), Tobias Hantmann (DE), Maik und Dirk Löbbert (DE), Heike Mutter + Ulrich Genth (DE), Felix Gonzàlez-Torres (USA), Schirin Kretschmann (DE), Aldo Mondino (IT), Fabian Nehm (D),  Claus Richter (DE), Martin Pfeifle (DE), Rudolf Schwarzkogler (AT), Daniel Spoerri (CH), Wolfang Stehle (DE), Thomas Sterna (DE/IT), Stefan Tschurtschenthaler (IT). 
RICETTE D'ARTISTA - Between Art and Food
Press conference: 
April 23, at 11 a.m.


Opening reception: 

April 23, at 6.30 a.m.

Exhibition period: 
April 24 – June 14, 2015

Publication:

A newspaper will accompany the exhibition.
Opening hours: 

10 a.m. – 6 p.m., Tuesdays to Sundays
Admission fee: 


Adults € 6.00 



Senior citizens as of age 65, persons with disabilities € 5.00



Free admission for children up to age 14 as well as members of AMACI
Background information:


Merano arte in the Sparkasse building 



Lauben 163, 39012 Merano (BZ)



www.kunstmeranoarte.org
For press inquiries: 


Ursula Schnitzer    



phone +39 0473 212643



schnitzer@kunstmeranoarte.org 



Anna Defrancesco  



CLP Relazioni Pubbliche 



phone +39 02 36755700 



anna.defrancesco@clponline.it
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