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PRESS RELEASE
URS LÜTHI—ART IS THE BETTER LIFE
July 4, 20 - September 27, 2009
   Curator: Valerio Dehò
On July 4, 2009, Merano Arte will present a monographic exhibition dedicated to the works of the Swiss artist Urs Lüthi. The curator Valerio Dehò has prepared a very special retrospective, based on the express desires and ideas of the artist.
The exhibition has been realized in cooperation with Kunstmuseum Luzern and Galerie Lelong, Zurich, and will be held at Villa Giulia in Verbania from October 31, 2009 to January 10, 2010 and then at Stiftung Brodbeck in Catania.
A catalog with texts by Christoph Lichtin, Valerio Dehó, and Rainer Michael Mason has appeared with Edizioni Periferia, Lucerne, documenting the artist’s complete works (ISBN 978-3-907474-51-8).
Urs Lüthi, one of the most important representatives of European Conceptual Art, started working as an artist in 1966, at the age of 19. Already his works from 1970 testify to an extremely complex way of dealing with photography. From an iconographic point of view, he takes up the topic of self-portraits and strongly emphasizes light and darkness, as did painters during the Renaissance period. His sexual ambivalence is already expressed in I’ll be your mirror from 1972. Not only does the work clearly demand the participation of the audience; it is also an early confession of the artist’s sexual vagueness. 
Lüthi’s art is always provoking. It combines a clear tendency towards irony and self-irony with an absolute and extremely controlled quest for form. Lüthi has managed to raise his autobiography, his ego, his body, and its various physiological changes to a single coherent work of art. Independent of the technique of his works (photography, painting, sculpture, performance, multiples, and editions), he has remained faithful to that certain line along which an existential journey becomes an aesthetic experience. He often groups his works as diptychs or triptychs, because he feels the need to explicate his artistic quest in a comprehensible form and make it correspond with the history of art. His works are open for ever new variations and combinations: Eros and Thanatos, to be or not to be, the principle of lust and the principle of reality, male and female—none of these pairs of opposites are united in Lüthi’s works. A mise en abyme reduplicates everything. It produces opposites that lack any form of resolution or successful synthesis, even a partial or temporary one.

In Lüthi’s case, it would be far too simple and certainly wrong to equate life and art. In this spirit, he has declared: “Art is everything, everything is art; art is life, life is art. That would be the most fatal logic. And especially in this point—I believe—Beuys has been misunderstood. When he established that everybody has artistic potential, he by no means wanted to say that this in itself was of artistic value. Beuys himself was very rigorous, a sculptor in the classic sense. To take oneself and one’s own life as a starting point for one’s work, certainly does not mean that art and life were identical. After all, these are two completely different worlds.”

The exhibition at Merano Arte will present the entire series of works entitled Trademarks from the year 2006. In an edition of 143 works, the artist summarizes all his previous works and follows the traces of his complete oeuvre. Lüthi has revised all his works and collected them in a fine wooden casket, much like Marcel Duchamp’s Green Box. Trademarks is a comprehensive retrospective of the artist, designed according to his will, ideas, and poetic as well as artistic visions.
The exhibition will also present ten bronze sculptures from the series Spazio umano, in which Lüthi’s body—stretched and twisted into various gymnastic positions—is combined with a number of fundamental architectural elements. In these works, he also creates a connection between the human body—his own one—and three-dimensional cultural structures. The artist pursues a very personal form of Humanism through which he takes up the grand tradition of classical antiquity, albeit with a good deal of irony and intelligence.
A large-format photograph entitled Water supplements the exhibition. It belongs to the cycle The remains of clarity, in which water, as a symbol of life, movement, and clarity, becomes an icon of the various possibilities and forms of existence.
� Interview with Urs Lüthi in the magazine "du" 717 (June 2001), Zurich, p. 97.
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